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PRESIDENTIAL  MESSAGE 

As  the  time  for  our  annual  convention  draws  near,  it  would  be  well  for  us 
to  review  the  accomplishments  of  our  Society  during  the  past  year.  Among 
the  accomplishments,  one  of  the  most  obvious  is  the  SENTINEL,  which  we  are 
now  reading.  Editor  Bradfield  has  done  an  excellent  job  of  developing  an 
official  printed  organ  for  our  organization.  In  a sense  we  have  "come  of 
age"  with  the  introduction  of  this  series  of  bulletins. 

In  regards  to  our  growth  in  membership,  our  achievements  have  been  less 
significant.  At  the  time  of  the  1953  annual  convention,  we  had  only  I 60  mem- 
bers. At  the  time  of  issuance  of  the  first  SENTINEL,  we  had  207  members. 
At  the  present  time,  we  have  passed  the  250  mark.  The  acquisition  of  these 
90  new  members  during  the  nine  months  has  been  satisfatory,  but  not  note- 
worthy. We  still  believe  that  our  membership  should  be  in  excess  of  400. 
Your  cooperation  is  earnestly  solicited.  Let  each  present  member  try  to 
secure  one  additional  member  before  the  convention.  Incidentally,  our  life 
membership  fee  of  $15.00  still  represents  one  of  numismatics'  greatest  mem- 
bership "bargains." 

The  CSNS  plaque  for  the  best  numismatic  exhibit  by  a member,  at  the 
annual  convention,  inaugurated  in  1953,  will  be  continued  at  the  Milwaukee 
convention.  In  addition,  a case  will  be  set  aside  for  the  display  of  all  medals 
and  plaques  which  have  been  awarded  by  CSNS.  Holders  of  the  medals 
of  merit,  of  past-president's  medals,  and  of  the  award  plaque  are  urged  to 
bring  them  to  Milwaukee  for  display  in  the  special  exhibit  case. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  all  support  the  Milwaukee  convention  to  the  utmost, 
and  bring  to  the  convention  such  ideas  and  constructive  criticisms  as  will 
help  the  new  officers  and  board  members  to  continue  the  development  of 
our  Society. 

Col.  James  W.  Curtis,  President 

WELCOME  TO  MILWAUKEE! 

Come  to  Milwaukee  for  the  Annual  CSNS  convention,  Friday,  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  April  30th,  May  1st  and  2nd.  We  are  making  plans  for  you  and 
looking  forward  to  breaking  another  attendance  record,  as  Milwaukee  is 
in  the  habit  of  doing  whenever  coin  collectors  gather  here.  Remember, 
Milwaukee  is  the  city  where  the  wives  and  children  enjoy  the  conventions 
as  much  as  the  men  do.  Make  your  plans  now;  bring  the  family;  do  not 
miss  this  gala  event.  All  roads  lead  to  Milwaukee! 


We  will  have  a splendid  auction  in  two  sessions,  Friday  evening  and 
Saturday  afternoon.  There  will  be  outstanding  exhibits  you  will  not  wanl 
to  miss.  At  least  forty  well  known  dealers  will  have  space  in  the  bourse. 

To  reserve  exhibit  space  write  to  the  exhibits  chairman,  Edward  Gengler, 
5704  N.  40th  St.,  Milwaukee. 

Send  your  hotel  reservations  directly  to  the  Hotel  Pfister. 

Enjoy  all  this  and  more  for  a registeration  fee  of  only  one  dollar! 

Lillard  W.  Culver,  President, 
Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 

CSNS  1954  CONVENTION 

The  1954  convention  of  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  will 
assemble  in  Milwaukee's  Hotel  Pfister  April  30  through  May  2,  1954.  The 
Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  is  host.  Lillard  W.  Culver  is  president  of  the 
local  club  and  A.  P.  Bertschy,  general  chairman  of  convention  arrangements. 

Room  reservations  should  be  made  early.  Write  directly  to  Hotel  Pfister, 
424  E.  Wisconsin  Avenue,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Registeration  fee  is  $1.00  which  includes  medallic  badge.  Banquet  tickets 
are  to  be  on  an  actual  cost  basis,  but  tours  and  all  other  activities  are  free. 

The  auction  is  in  the  hands  of  Numismatic  Gallery.  About  40  dealers  are 
expected  to  attend. 

Exhibits  will  be  many  and  varied.  Plan  to  show  some  of  your  collection 
and  perhaps  take  home  an  award. 

If  you  cannot  attend  all  of  the  sessions,  come  for  a day  or  a half  day. 
The  local  club  is  working  very  hard  to  produce  another  of  Milwaukee's 
record  smashers. 

See  you  in  Milwaukee  on  April  30! 

CSNS  CONVENTION  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN 

Anyone  desiring  information  regarding  convention  activities  is  requested 
to  contact  the  appropriate  chairman.  A list  of  chairmen  follows: 

General  Chairman:  A.P.  Bertschy,  5481  N.  Danbury  Rd.,  Milwaukee,  Wise. 

Secretary-Treasurer:  Lillard  W.  Culver,  2708  E.  Hampshire  St.  Milwaukee  I I 

Bourse-Ad  Promotion  Mgr.:  James  Buchbinder,  2250  N.  27  St.,  Milwaukee  8 

Display  Space  Assignments:  Ed  Gengler,  5704  N.  40  St.,  Milwaukee  9 

Bourse  Space  Assignments:  Erv  Mazur,  5929  W.  Washington,  Milwaukee  8 

Publicity-Registeration:  Erv  Gerber,  2746  N.  7 St.  Milwaukee,  Wise. 

Entertainment:  Harry  Collura,  5781  N.  Port  Washington  Rd.,  Milwaukee 

ABOUT  CSNS 

CSNS  membership  was  252  on  February  15th,  Secretary-Treasurer  Paul  H. 
Ginther,  New  Holland,  III.,  reports.  The  growth  is  healthy  and  indicates  a 
gradual  strengthening  of  Midwestern  numismatic  ranks.  If  your  Society  is 
to  fulfill  its  purpose  of  advancing  the  cause  of  numismatics,  it  should  have 
the  support  of  all  in  this  area. 

Both  applications  for  Regular  Membership  in  CSNS  and  renewals  are 
welcome.  A directory  of  all  paid  up  members  will  be  issued  at  the  Milwaukee 
Convention  in  April,  but  your  name  will  be  missing  if  your  dues  are  not  paid. 
Why  not  take  care  of  this  little  item  right  now? 


By  the  way,  have  you  considered  the  advantages  of  converting  your 
Regular  to  Life  Membership?  The  L.  M.  cost  is  only  $15.00.  Where  can  you 
get  so  much  for  so  little?  Think  it  over,  then  send  your  request  for  change 
over  to  the  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  says  mail  is  sometimes  returned  to  him  because  of  wrong 
or  insufficient  address.  Will  you  please  keep  him  up  to  date  on  your  address 
so  his  office  can  serve  you  most  efficiently?  Occasionally  he  has  had  to  refer 
to  ANA  Secretary  Lewis  M.  Reagan  for  help  in  locating  a lost  CSNSer. 
Your  co-operation  in  this  respect  will  be  appreciated. 

If  you  have  any  question  concerning  the  CSNS  1954  Spring  Convention, 
please  write  to  one  of  the  CSNS  Convention  Chairmen  listed  elsewhere  in 
this  issue. 

SOME  CSNS  FIRSTS 

1936  First  suggestion  of  a Middle  Western  numismatic  organization 

made  at  the  ANA  Minneapolis  convention. 

1939  First  convention. 

1941  First  annual  club  award  for  achievement  and  progress  during 

the  year. 

1950  First  Life  Memberships. 

1952  First  Medals  of  Merit  and  Past  Presidents  Medals  approved. 

1953  First  awarding  of  Medals  of  Merit  and  Past  Presidents  Medals. 
First  plaque  for  best  convention  exhibit  awarded. 

First  issue  of  SENTINEL,  official  publication. 

First  time  registered  attendance  reached  the  499  level. 

1954  ? 

KNOW  THE  CSNS  OFFICIAL  FAMILY 

A past  president  of  CSNS  is  now  president  of  ANA. 

The  current  president  of  CSNS  is  also  second  vice  president  of  ANA. 
The  vice  president  of  CSNS  is  ANA  board  member. 

The  secretary-treasurer  of  CSNS  is  president  of  Central  Illinois  Numis- 
matic Society. 

One  board  member  is  a former  ANA  president.  Another  is  also  an  ANA 
board  member  and  chairman  of  the  ANA  Visual  Education  Committee. 
A third  is  a former  ANA  board  member.  Another  attended  the  ex-King 
Farouk  coin  auction  in  Cairo  (Egypt,  not  Illinois). 

MOTTOES  OF  CSNS  STATES 

The  mottoes  of  the  states  within  the  region  covered  by  CSNS  are  written 
in  three  languages,  seven  in  English,  four  in  Latin,  and  one  in  French.  The 
motto  written  in  French  is  not  that  of  Illinois,  nor  is  it  that  of  Michigan  or 
Wisconsin.  It  is  Minnesota's  and  reads  "L’Etoile  du  Nord"  (Star  of  the  North). 

The  four  Latin  mottoes  are  "Ad  Astra  Per  Aspera"  (To  the  Stars  through 
Difficulties),  Kansas;  "Si  Quaeris  Peninsulam  Amoenam  Circumspice"  (If  you 
seek  a Pleasant  Peninsula,  Look  Around  You),  Michigan;  "Salus  Populi 
Suprema  Lex  Esto"  (Let  the  Welfare  of  the  People  Be  the  Supreme  Law), 
Missouri;  and  "Imperum  In  Imperio"  (An  Empire  Within  An  Empire),  which 


was  the  motto  of  Ohio  from  1866  to  1868.  Ohio  has  none  today,  however, 
nor  does  Indiana. 

The  mottoes  in  English  are  "State  Sovereignty- — National  Union,"  Illinois 
Our  Liberties  We  Prize  and  Our  Rights  We  Will  Maintain,"  Iowa;  "United 
We  Stand,  Divided  We  Fall,"  Kentucky;"Equality  Before  the  Law,"  Nebraska; 
"Liberty, and  Union,  Now  and  Forever,  One  and  Inseparable,"  North  Dakota; 

Under  God  the  People  Rule,"  South  Dakota;  and  "Forward,"  the  short 
motto  of  Wisconsin. 

DID  YOU  KNOW  THAT 

The  first  name  considered  for  our  organization  was  the  "Central  States 
Numismatic  Federation?"  The  suggestion  was  rejected  in  favor  of  the 
present  name. 

CENTRAL  STATES  NUMISMATICS  46  YEARS  AGO 

Evidence  that  the  great  Midwest  has  long  been  the  numismatic  center  of 
the  United  States  is  borne  out  by  his  story,  recently  discovered  in  the 
Chicago  Tribune  of  November  9,  1907: 

COPPER  CENT  SELLS  FOR  $50 
Coin  Collector  at  Auction  Sale  in 
Numismatic  Society  Rooms  Pays 
That  for  One  Dated  1794 

A large  copper  cent  minted  in  1794  sold  for  $50  last  night  at  an  auction 
sale  of  rare  coins  in  the  rooms  of  the  Chicago  Numismatic  Society  in  the 
Masonic  Temple. 

Among  the  coin  collectors  who  came  here  to  attend  the  sale  were  D.  A. 
Williams,  Baltimore,  Md.;  H.  R.  Newcomb,  Detroit,  Mich.;  H.  S.  Williams, 
Cleveland,  O.;  A.  L.  Schyler,  Clinton,  la.;  E.  T.  Newell,  Kenosha,  Wis.;  and 
Dr.  A.  L.  Fisher,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

A 10  cent  encased  postage  stamp  issued  by  John  W.  Norris  of  Chicago 
during  the  early  days  of  the  rebellion  brought  $35.10.  Copper  cents  of  the 
following  dates  sold  at  the  prices  mentioned:  1793,  $12.50;  1797,  $15.75; 
1799,  $19.00;  1804,  $12.50;  1810,  $7.15;  1811,  $4.50;  1813,  $7.65;  1821, 
$5.90;  1823,  $9.25. 

NUMISMATIC  BOOKS  IN  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

Have  you  thought  of  looking  through  the  card  catalogue  of  your  com- 
munity library  to  see  what  numismatic  holdings  it  might  have?  Perhaps  you 
would  be  surprised  at  what  you  found,  just  as  many  Chicago  coin  collectors 
were  when  they  heard  that  over  250  numismatic  titles  were  recently  brought 
to  light  in  the  John  Crerar  Library.  Nationally  known  as  a business,  technical 
and  medical  library,  few  would  have  suspected  it  housed  a splendid  numis- 
matic collection.  Many  of  the  books  are  very  old,  still  in  original  bindings; 
all  are  useful  to  numismatists.  Too  late  for  numismatists  to  visit  Crerar  now, 
for  its  entire  numismatic  collection  has  been  taken  over  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  and  the  books  are  already  in  the  ANA  Library. 

So  why  don't  you  check  your  library?  You  may  learn  that  many  hours  of 
pleasant  reading  on  your  hobby  is  available  right  in  your  own  front  yard. 
And  while  we  are  on  the  bookish  side  of  numismatics,  have  you  made  use 
of  your  own  club's  library?  The  club  library  is  maintained  for  the  benefit  of 
members. 


